Metfield Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 15th April 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm.

1. PRESENT – Chairman Mr P. Mortimer and the Clerk to the Council, Mrs L. Duckett,   

County Councillor Guy McGregor, District Councillor Lavinia Hadingham and 15 members of the public.

2. MINUTES - The minutes of the 2018 Annual Parish Meeting were approved and signed.

3. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GUY MCGREGOR (as provided)

	Locally Suffolk County Council's most visible service is, of course, the

	maintenance and improvement of the highways in the parish and adjacent

	parishes.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	As a very rural parish diminishing resources and new ways of working

	have caused frustration about delivery not only to your Chairman and the

	Parish Councillors but also to me as your County Councillor. Getting things

	done can be tedious and frustrating. However, meeting with Highway Officers

	on site with the Parish Councillors and residents have resulted in agreed

	course of action and some progress.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Although the funding of schools is now the responsibility of Central

	Government SCC still has a role in Standards and School support.

	There has been a Review of Home to School Transport with implementation

	this Autumn. The original scheme has been significantly modified:

	In the provision of Post 16 transport and that access to Suffolk Schools

	Access to Suffolk Schools taking priority.
	
	
	

	Both these changes happened as a result of representations
	

	made by me (and other affected local councillors) are
	

	improvements on the original plans for young people in this Division.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I was involved in the early planning of a new facility to house the

	Archives of Suffolk. Now named "The Hold".
	
	

	Suffolk has a rich heritage and this new building with ensure
	

	the safe and modern repository for some of the country's
	

	most significant artefacts.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Although Eye is not close to Metfield both parishes are in
	

	the Division and I am proud of the achievement of the
	

	provision of a new modern Library in the town.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I express my thanks to Metfield Parish Council for its
	

	commitment to serve the parish and the way I am received.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Mr McGregor was questioned about the frequent road closure signs and long diversions and asked if it was possible to indicate where the road works were taking place as often vehicles could still use the “closed road” for several miles. Concern was also raised about the time taken for an ambulance to reach the village when the road was recently shown as closed. He acknowledged the issues but said that the closures were in the interest of safety and diversions had to be appropriate for all types of traffic. He agreed to raise the issue with the Highways department.
4. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT by Mr Peter Mortimer.
Issues with flood water in the village had been partly addressed but there had not been enough rain to fully test any remedial work. There is also still an issue where there is no route for ditch water to drain in Christmas Lane, and this was outstanding with the Highways department.

Speeding in the village was still an issue and the Council were currently pursuing various options, but when enforcement speed checks were operated, coming in and out of the village, the chairman had received complaints.
The hedge on the corner of Fressingfield Road had been cut back by 18 inches after numerous meetings with Highways and the owner. This was considered an unsatisfactory conclusion but there is still an ongoing discussion as to where the boundary of the property is, and this is now in the hands of the Highways department.
In July Sue Glasier and Bob Williams both resigned from the council, they were thanked for their contribution. Cecilia Pryce and Jill Dowsett were welcomed on joining the Council in their place.
In November the Beacon was moved from Captains Farm to Nut Tree Farm and was lit for the 100 year commemoration of the ending of the 1st World War. A service was held by the Beacon which was very well attended by the village.
Also, in November Lesley Silvester retired after many years of being clerk to the Council, she was thanked for all efforts. Lindsey Duckett took up the post and was grateful for all the handover support Lesley provided. District Councillor Lavinia Hadingham offered a grant of £300 towards the purchase of a dedicated laptop for the clerk, to ensure the Council adhered with data protection going forward.
There were the usual planning applications for extensions etc. and a new build at the end of Skinners Lane. The Council also assisted with a planning enforcement matter at Cherry Tree Farm.

The precept has been increased from £5,250 to £5,500 (a 5% increase). This is first increase requested since 2013 and is to cover inflationary costs.
The cemetery gates have been fixed, but still need some adjustment to ensure they close properly. An issue has also arisen where a wooden framework has been constructed over a grave. The Council are pursuing the removal of this structure as it contravenes the cemetery regulations and makes it difficult for grass to be cut.

An offer has been made by a villager to repaint the bus shelter and village sign in The Street. This will take place over the summer months.

Mr Mortimer thanked Mr McGregor, Councillor Hadingham, Councillors for their support, Mrs Sue Hatchman who has recently resigned for the council, the “Yellow Jackets” team and Mrs Silvester and Mrs Duckett for their work during the year.

5. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR LAVINIA HADINGHAM

Due to the current ongoing elections Councillor Hadingham thought it improper to speak, but was happy to take any questions from the floor. No questions were raised.

6. REPORTS were given from the following local organisations
Metfield United Charities
Millennium Wood

Community Shop

Allotment Association

Metfield Church

Metfield Village Hall, including Tots & Toys, Carpet Bowls and Knit & Natter
1st Fressingfield Scout Group

WI

These reports are available to view on the Village website or from the Clerk.

7. QUESTIONS
A request was made for a Boules pit to be created on St Johns Meadow (like that at Withersdale Street) and Adult Outside gym equipment to be installed. Mr Mortimer agreed that the Parish Council would discuss at the next meeting. 
Concern over dog fouling in the village continues, the council will also review if a further signage and dog waste bin is required.

Villagers have been using the Village Hall recycling bins for their own waste and rubbish – the village hall committee will pursue

A request for 20mph speed limit through the village was made. This has already been asked for and declined by Suffolk Highways, but the road narrowing sign has been moved to be more visible. Keeping all signs clean and clear of vegetation would be raised with Suffolk Highways.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm followed by refreshments.
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